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Annex 2 and Annex 7 Commitments 

�  Nearshore Framework:  Provide a comprehensive 
assessment of the Nearshore Waters in the Great Lakes 

�  Baseline Habitat Survey:  Establish a baseline for the 
quantity and condition of Great Lakes habitat to evaluate 
the target of net habitat gain 

�  Repeat every five years 



Nearshore Framework Components 



Three Steps in the Assessment 

�  Phase 1:  Delineate and Classify Nearshore Habitat 
�  Phase 2:  Assess Condition and Functionality 
�  Phase 3:  Biological Confirmation of the Survey 



Phase 1:  Delineation of the Nearshore 

�  Physical Variables:  depth, surficial substrate, river 
mouths, coastal geology and geomorphology, gradients in 
wave energy, and aquatic vegetation 



Phase 1:  Nested Units 

�  Detailed mapping of wetlands define nested units 



Phase 2:  Condition Assessment 

�  Dynamic Variables:  water quality, Chl a, benthic 
community, aquatic vegetation, water clarity, and beach 
postings 



Phase 2:  Beach Postings 

�  July to August data, 2015 to 2016 





Phase 2:  Condition Summary 

�  Methodology under development … 



Phase 3:  Biota to Verify Results 



GeoNetwork Archive and Data Portal 



Web Mapping Application in the Cloud 



Questions 


